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Figured Bass

To indicate what inversion of a chord to use, numbers are added to the Roman numeral of that chord.
This system originated during the BAROQUE PERIOD (1600-1750) and is called FIGURED BASS.

1st Inversion Triads The numbers § indicate the Another way to indicate a 1st
(3rd is the lowest note) intervals of the chord from the inversion C chord is by using the
bass (lowest) note. The middle chord symbol C followed by the
note G is up a 3rd from the bass  bass note, written C/E.
note E, and the top note Cis up
a 6th. Over time, the bottom 3
was dropped and shortened to
In the key of C, the 1st inversion [,
of the I chord was originally

v written [§.
2nd Inversion Triads In the key of C, the 2nd Another way to indicate a
(5th is the lowest note) inversion of the I chord is 2nd inversion C chord is ¢/G.

written I3. The middle note C is
up a 4th from the bass note G,
and the top note E is up a 6th.

et C7/E /G C7/Bb
Root Position 1st Inversion 2nd Inversion 3rd Inversion
V7 Chords _N _
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Figured Bass: V3 V3 Vi V5]

Shortened to: V7 vE V] vi

Letter name chord symbols (C/G) are usually written above the staff.
Roman numeral chord symbols (V7) are usually written below the staff.

*The C7 chord is the V7 chord in the key of F.
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