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The Primary Triads in Minor Keys .....

As in the major keys (see Book 2, page 75), the most important triads of a minor key are built on the 1st, 4th
and 5th scale degrees of the minor scale. They are called the PRIMARY TRIADS or primary chords of the key
and are identified by the Roman numerals i, iv and V. These three triads contain every note of the minor scale.
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 Notice that the i and iv chords are minor chords because they consist of the root, a minor 3rd and a
perfect 5th (see page 92).

e The V chord is a major triad, as in the major scale, because it consists of a root, major 3rd and perfect 5th.
The G is sharped because the A harmonic minor scale has the 7th raised a half step.
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HARMONIC MINOR TRIAD SCALE ’l? Q
In the harmonic minor scale, triads built on the: 55— 3 gg 'ﬂg ‘gﬁ
¢ 1st and 4th scale degrees are minor triads, ) g O o ©
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¢ 5th and 6th scale degrees are major triads,
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¢ 2nd and 7th scale degrees are diminished triads o G b o Am

(see page 93), 0 g 3 g

¢ 3rd scale degree is an augmented triad (see page 93).
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Exercises

n Build the primary triads for each minor scale by adding two notes to the 1st, 4th, and 5th notes
of each scale to complete the triad. Use the harmonic minor scale (raised 7th). Name each triad.
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