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Primary and Major Triads —

“

The most important triads of a key are built on the 1st, 4th and 5th scale degrees of the major scale.
They are called the PRIMARY TRIADS or PRIMARY CHORDS of the key and are identified by the
ROMAN NUMERALS | (1), IV (4) and V (5). These three triads contain every tone in the major scale.
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The primary triads are MAJOR Major 3rd + Perfect 5th & Major Triad
TRIADS because they consist Q ol o}
: of the root, a major 3rd and e %Perfed sth—H
i @—G-Perfect 5th— i —
o Major 3rd Major 3rd
{i a perfect 5th (see page 56). AQngRc?é?r r o Majo
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%% There are two other ways of forming a major triad: 1. select the 1st, 3rd and 5th notes of a major scale.
2. add the interval of a minor 3rd (see page 57) on
In the key of C major, the top of a major 3rd.
I triad (or chord) is the C triad (C-E-G). A
IV triad (or chord) is the F triad (F-A-C). A

V triad (or chord) is the G triad (G-B-D). %}minor 3rd —

IMajor 3rd
The primary triads in the key of C major:
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I 2 3 IV VvV 6 7 8
C Major F Major G Major | 2 3 IV V 6 7 8
F Major G Major
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n Build the primary triads in root position for each scale by adding two notes to the 1st, 4th and 5th
notes of each scale to complete the triad. Name each triad.
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Lesson 58

Minor Triads ..

Just as a major triad can be built from the 1st, 3rd and 5th scale degrees of a major scale,
a MINOR TRIAD can be built from the 1st, 3rd and 5th scale degrees of a minor scale.
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C Major Triad C Minor Triad
Major triads consist A Minor triads consist fa)
of a root, major 3rd - of a root, minor 3rd A
1 Perfect 5th-H
and a perfect 5th. %KXQ}EEEEEL, and a perfect 5th. %Mﬂghrd——
Root Root
Build a major triad JV\ Build a minor triad fa)
by adding a minor 3rd 2 by adding a major 3rd ya
on top of a major 3rd. Minor 3rdT] on top of a minor 3rd. Major 3rd ]
Major 3rd _I'Minor 3rd
# c Cm F Fm G Gm
Any major triad may be 4 t =
changed to a minor triad by {&) - 1 z
lowering the 3rd by % step. @) v

Major Minor
Triad Triad

MAJOR and MINOR TRIADS IN THE MAJOR SCALE
In a major scale, only triads with the root on the 1st, 4th and 5th scale degrees are major triads.
Triads with the root on the 2nd, 3rd and 6th scale degrees are minor triads.

Major Triads* Minor Triads* Major Triads Minor Triads
o ) 3
4 S ~S—o S S
o S S & = S
g o 8 o8 ;
[ VY i i i vV i i

*Major triads are numbered with upper case Roman numerals (I), minor triads with lower case Roman numerals (ii).

Exercises =

n Build minor triads (adding accidentals where necessary) using each of the following notes
as the root. Name the triad.
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! Augmented and Diminished Triads ...

S |
/‘;’ 5] Major and minor triads can each be altered. Major triads may be made /arger (augmented)
\fx = and minor triads may be made smaller (diminished).
é ] An AUGMENTED TRIAD is a major triad that has A DIMINISHED TRIAD is a minor triad that has
‘2} 5] been made larger by raising the 5th by % step. been made smaller by lowering the 5th by % step.
,g i Major Triad Aug. Triad Minor Triad Dim. Triad
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Té ) Aug. Triad Dim. Triad
| 2+ Build an augmented triad O Build a diminished triad O
] ; ; ; . ; y S—
e by adding a major 3rd on ¥y Zey=major 3rd by adding a minor 3rd = Minor 3rd |
E ~ top of a major 3rd. e © Major3rd on top of a minor 3rd. e  © Minor3rd
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s ;,; SUMMARY OF MAJOR, MINOR, AUGMENTED AND DIMINISHED TRIADS
g ,3 Major = major 3rd + minor 3rd C cm C+ et
g Minor = minor 3rd + major 3rd )
3 3 Aqgmgnted = both 3rds are mta\jor ,{m\} < o ﬁSE Li?ﬁ
a g Diminished = both 3rds are minor o 8 P " P
% ) Triads and chords may be indicated by letters and symbols:
’5 o Chord letter only = major, m = minor, + = augmented, ° = diminished
o q° MAJOR TRIAD SCALE
Qg 3 In the major scale, triads built on the:
% o= o 1st, 4th, and 5th scale degrees are major triads,
g Py e 2nd, 3rd and 6th scale degrees are minor triads,
§ ~ e 7th scale degree is a diminished triad.
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P n Write the name of each triad and indicate whether it is major (chord letter),
é? minor (m), augmented (+) or diminished (°).
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