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Minor Scales —
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Remember, there are 15 major scales with unique key signatures—see Book 2, page 50.
For every major key, there is a RELATIVE MINOR KEY that has the same key signature. .

Each relative minor scale begins on the 6th note of the RELATIVE MAJOR SCALE.
The 6th note is the keynote of the minor scale and the note from which the scale gets its name.
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A Minor Scale

The keynote of a relative minor scale
may also be found by descending a
minor 3rd from the keynote of the
major scale.

Conversely, the keynote of the relative
major scale may be found by ascending
a minor 3rd from the keynote of the
minor scale.
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The keys of C major and A minor are relatives because
they have the same key signature (no s, no bs).
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Exercises i

n Write the relative minor key name and the key signature for each major key.

G major: minor E F major: minor %

D major: minor

Bb major: - minor

A major: minor % Eb major: ‘minor g

Ab major: minor -

E major: minor
E minor
o
n Write the following £
: . [ fan
minor key signatures \\SV
and scales. o
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Natural, Harmonic and Melodic Minor Scales - e

There are three types of minor scales: the NATURAL, HARMONIC and MELODIC.
The NATURAL MINOR SCALE uses only the tones of the relative major scale.
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The HARMONIC MINOR SCALE raises the 7th tone (G)
by a half step ascending and descending. g
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The MELODIC MINOR SCALE raises the 6th (F) and 7th (G) tones by a half step ascending.
It descends like the natural minor scale.
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The Harmonic Minor Scale is the most frequently used of the three minor scales.

THE DIATONIC INTERVALS OF THE HARMONIC MINOR SCALE

All diatonic intervals in the harmonic minor scale are either perfect (P), major (M) or minor (m).

The perfect intervals are the unison, 4th, 5th and octave; the major intervals are the 2nd and 7th;
the minor intervals are the 3rd and 6th. This is true for all harmoniic minor scales. Compare with the
major scale intervals in Book 2, page 56.
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Exercises

n Write the following harmonic minor scales with key signatures using quarter notes.

E Harmonic Minor
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A Ascending Descending
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